
        St. joseph parish & School, Oakley                           St. Paul Parish, Angelus                                                                    fifth Sunday of Lent                   March 22, 2026 

  Saturday 
     Mar 28th                                                              

 5pm 

Servers Volunteers  Sunday 
     Mar 29th                                                                       

 10:30 am 

Servers Parker K, Xavier U. & Madeline K.  
Sunday, 

      Mar 29th                                                                  

          8 am 

Servers Nick Robben 
Lector Betty Hockersmith Lector Brandon Maurath  Lectors Ron Lager & Barney Dickman 

Gifts Pat Ryan & Bea Albers Gifts Grant & Bryn Kuhlman  Gifts Gary & Cheryl Ostmeyer 

 Hospitality Bob & Sherri Kuhlman  Hospitality Grant & Bryn Kuhlman  Ushers Larry Mense, Gary Ostmeyer, Joe Rehmer & Mark Rueschhoff  
 

Father Brian Lager, Pastor 

pastor@sacredheartcolby.com 

Father Jesse Ochs 

fatherochs@sjoakley.org 

Father Frederick Gruber 

fathergruber@sacredheartcolby.com 

Reverend Mr. Mike Brungardt 

mlocker@st-tel.net 

PARISH OFFICE & RECTORY 

625 Freeman Ave. 

Oakley, KS 67748 

Phone: (785)671-3828 

Secretary: Mrs. Teresa Stephens (673-3063) 

   parish@sjoakley.org or   

   stpaulangelus@gmail.com 

   Office Hours: Tues, Wed, & Thurs. 

ST. JOSEPH DIRECTORS/COORDINATORS 

Director of Religious Education 

   7-12th grade – Bryn Kuhlman 

      Cell: (913)660-3805  

    K-6th grade – Jessica Halbleib  

      Cell (785)672-7643 

Music Coordinator 

   Mrs. Heliana Halbleib 

      Cell: (785)672-0258 

       E-mail: thhalbleib@st-tel.net 

ST. PAUL DIRECTORS/COORDINATORS 

Director of Religious Education 

   Mrs. Amanda Ostmeyer 

     E-mail: ostmeyerjaj@yahoo.com 

      Phone: (785)443-2728 

Music Coordinator 

   Mr. Jeffrey Huffman 

      Phone: (785)953-7199 

ST. JOSEPH GRADE SCHOOL 

725 Freeman Ave. 

Oakley, KS 67748 

Phone: (785)671-4451 

Fax: (785)671-3919 

Principal: Mrs. Michelle Selzer 

principal@sjoakley.org 

Secretary: Mrs. Vicky Joseph 

schooloffice@sjoakley.org 

 

The Seven Last Words, by Venerable Fulton John Sheen 

The Fourth Word 

My God! My God! Why hast thou forsaken Me? 

The first three words from the pulpit of the Cross were addressed to the 

three predilections of God: enemies, sinners and saints. The next two 

words, the fourth and the fifth, betray the sufferings of the God-man on the Cross. The 

fourth word symbolizes the sufferings of man abandoned by God; the fifth word the 

sufferings of God abandoned by man. 

When Our Blessed Lord spoke this fourth word from the Cross, darkness covered the earth. 

It is a common remark that nature is indifferent to our griefs. A nation may be dying of 

famine, yet the sun starts and plays upon the stricken fields. Brother may rise up against 

brother in a war which turns poppy fields into Haceldamas of blood, yet a bird, safe from 

the fire and shell, chants its little song of peace. Hearts may be broken by the loss of a 

friend, yet a rainbow leaps with joy across the heavens, making a terrible contrast between 

its smile and the agony it shines upon. But the sun refused to shine on the crucifixion! The 

light that rules the day, probably for the first and last time in history, was snuffed out like a 

candle when, according to every human calculation, it should have continued to shine. The 

reason was that the crowning crime of man, the killing of nature&#39;s Lord, could not 

pass without a protest from nature itself. If the soul of God were in darkness, so should be 

the sun which He had made.  

Truly, all was darkness! He had given up His Mother and His beloved disciple, and now 

God seemingly abandons Him. “Eli, Eli, lamma sabactheni?”  “My God! My God! Why 

hast Thou forsaken Me?”  It is a cry in the mysterious language of Hebrew to express the 

tremendous mystery of a God “abandoned” by God. The Son calls His Father, God. What 

a contrast with a prayer He once taught: “Our Father, Who art in Heaven!”  In some strange, 

mysterious way His human nature seems separated from His Heavenly Father, and yet not 

separated, for otherwise how could He cry, “My God, My God?” But just as the sun’s light 

and heat can be withdrawn from us by the intervening clouds, though the sun remains in 

the sky, so there was a kind of withdrawal of His Father’s Face in the terrible moment in 

which He takes upon Himself the sins of the world. This pain and desolation He suffered 

for each of us, that we might know what a terrible thing it is for human nature to be without 

God, to be deprived of a Divine Remedy and Consolation. It was the supreme act of 

atonement for those who abandon God, and those who doubt the presence of God. He atones 

first of all for atheists, for those who on that dark mid-day half believed in God, as even 

now at night they half believe in Him. He atoned also for those who know God, but live as 

if they had never heard His name; for those whose hearts are like waysides on which God’s 

love falls only to be trampled by the world; for those who have had faith and lost it; for 

those who once were saints and now are sinners. It was the Divine Act of Redemption for 

all abandonment of God, for in that moment in which He was forgotten, He purchased for 

us the grace of never being forgotten by God. It was also the atonement for that other class 

who deny the presence of God, for all those Christians who abandon all effort when they 

cannot feel God near them, for all who identify being good with feeling good, for all those 

skeptics beginning with the first who asked, “Why has God commanded you?” - it was 

reparation for all the haunting questions of a doubting world: “Why is there evil?”  “Why 

does God not answer my prayers?” … “Why did God take away my mother?” … “why” . . 

“why”… “why” . . . and the reparation for all those queries was made when God asked a 

“why” of God. 

 

 

 

 

Prayer 

Jesus, Thou art now atoning for those moments when we are neither 

hot nor cold, members neither of heaven nor of earth, for now Thou 

art suffering between the two: rejected by the one, abandoned by 

the other. Because Thou wouldst not give up sinful humanity, Thy 

Heavenly Father hid His Face from Thee. Because Thou wouldst 

not give up The Heavenly Father, sinful humanity turned its back 

to Thee. And thus in holy fellowship Thou didst unite us both. No 

longer can men say that God does not know what a heart suffers in 

abandonment, for now Thou art abandoned. No longer can men 

complain that God does not know the wounds of an inquiring heart 

which feels not the Divine Presence, for now that sweet Presence 

is seemingly hid from Thee. Jesus, now I understand pain, 

abandonment, and suffering, for I see that even the sun has its 

eclipse. But Jesus, why do I not learn? Teach me that just as Thou 

didst not make Thy own Cross, neither shall I make my own, but 

accept the one Thou makest for me. Tell me, how long, how long, 

O Lord, will I keep Thee writhing on the Cross? 
 

ST.  JOSEPH SCHOOL NEWS:  

St. Joseph School Parents’ Club Baked Potato Bar 

Fundraiser, Monday, March 23, 2026, 5:30 pm to 7 pm, and 

Bingo from 6 pm to 7 pm. 

 

St. Joseph School Carnival is Sunday, April 12.  Raffle 

tickets are available at the entrances of the church and at the 

school.  We would appreciate your donation of Bingo prizes 

($7-$10 value, new items for all ages), cakes for the cake walk, 

and 2-liter bottles of pop for the Pop Bottle Ring Toss 

game.  Thank you for your continued support! 

 

 

  Our Tithes from Last Week 

                            Oakley: $2,941.00 Angelus: $601.00 

 

 

We welcome all our guests to our parishes. If you have moved 

here, we encourage you to register on our website. 

 

Follow us on St. Joseph Catholic Church and School 

                @stjosephoakley 

 

 

 DAILY SCHEDULE  

Sat     21 – 4- 4:45pm Confessions 

                   5 pm Mass + Danny George 

Sun    22 – 8:00 am Mass (Angelus) + Jean Rietcheck 

                   10:30 am Mass - Parishioners 

Mon  23 – NO MASS 

                    5:30pm Baked Potato Bar Fundraiser at the school 

                    6pm Bingo at the school 

Tues  24 – 8:30am Mass + Pauline Zimmerman 

                   7:30-8am Confessions 

        9:30am Bible Study  

Wed  25 -  7:30am Mass (Angelus) + Mary Gleason 

                   7pm CCD Classes  

Thur  26 – NO Mass due to the Chrism Mass in Salina 

                   NO Adoration due to the Chrism Mass in Salina  

Fri      27 – 7am Mass + Todd Kuhlman 

                   7:30-8am Confessions  

                   7pm Stations of the Cross at both parishes 

Sat     28 – 4- 4:45pm Confessions 

                   5 pm Mass + Jack Ostmeyer 

Sun    29 – 8:00 am Mass (Angelus) + Deceased members of the  

                                                             Frank & Ann Huelsman Family 

                   10:30 am Mass - Parishioners  

                   

Confessions are available in Oakley: Tues., Thurs, & Fri. 7:30-8am.  

Saturday: 4-4:45pm.  Sunday: 7:30am in Angelus and 10am in Oakley.  

ST. JOSEPH PARISH COUNCIL  
Mr. Danny Lockhart    Mrs. Raye Kuhlman 
Mr. David Manhart   Mr. Mason Sheetz     
Mrs. Penny Pfeifer   Mr. Ethan Schwarz    
Mrs. Cassie Shirley-Vice Chair  Mrs. Dana Charles – Chair  
Mrs. Micheline Huffman     

ST. JOSEPH FINANCE COUNCIL 

Mrs. Lisa Racette    Mr. Lewis Evins 

Mrs. Dana Charles (Par. Co. Rep.)   Mrs. Susan Glassman                     

Mr. Tom Halbleib 

ST. JOSEPH SCHOOL COUNCIL 

Mrs. Kim Munk   Mr. Courtland Osborne 

Mrs. Casey Zerr - Secretary, Mrs. Mary Urrego – Vice Chair 

Mr. Russ Kahle    Mr. Jeff Kuhlman – Chair 

Mrs. Micheline Huffman (Par. Co. Rep.)  

ST. PAUL PARISH/FINANCE COUNCIL 

Mr. Bernard Dickman   Mr. Mason Bixenman 

Mr. Clem Fellhoelter- Chair  Mr. Mark Rueschhoff 

Mrs. Kristy Fellhoelter - Vice Chair               Mrs. Kim Robben 
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